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EDITORIAL. 


THERE was an air of e cy about the audience which assembled 
at Draper’s Hall on October 27th to hear the address with which the 
President of the Board of Education inaugurated the session of the 
London Branch of the Library Association. Quite unjustifiably, we 
fear, because it rested upon the expectation, or hope, that the noble 
and right honourable gentleman would deliver his views of library 
policy in anticipation of the report of the Trevelyan Committee. 
Lord Eustace Percy’s speech was charming, was stimulating, and 
was an excellent statement of certain elementary ideals, which, 
though familiar to us all, cannot be emphasised too often. It was, 
indeed, exactly the type of speech which a cultured and skilful 
statesman must make (if he have the ability) to such an audience as 
ours, which would dearly have liked to oor him say something 
nearer to what was in their own minds. It said nothing whatever 
about the Committee, or even referred to its existence. Of course, 
no minister would or could anticipate the deliberations of any body 
which had not yet finished its work. 

* * 


By inference, however, we think we can discover the trend of 
Lord Eustace Percy’s views. His theme was that only such reading 
as acts as “ food for the mind” has any real value. There is too 
much literary dope taken. We have got into the habit of reading 
not for information, or even for pleasure, but merely as an opiate. 
He contrasted the library of the cultured man at the beginning of 
the eighteenth century with the library of to-day, to suggest that 
while the eighteenth century reader had few books they were really 
great stimulating books without much opiate value. 

* * * * 


With such reasoning no one will quarrel; it is admirable—so 
far as 1t goes. What can it be supposed to mean when reduced to 
terms of library policy? Where, within the definition “ food for 
the mind,” would come the bulk of recreational and informational 
literature, where the technical section, the reference library, the 
periodical section, and the commercial library? Translated by 
people less wise than the President—for whose shortcomings he, 
of course, cannot be blamed—will it not become a statement that 
all forms of fiction are valueless—a feeling that many public men 
pretend to hold as it is ? 

* * * 

We would plead with the President for a much more extensive 
and intensive study of the public library system of which he is now 
the official head. When he mentioned libraries in his address, he 
mentioned school libraries and village libraries only ; he appeared 
to have overlooked the main library movement altogether. That, 
we assume, was merely an omission in speech. We would venture 
to suggest that one of the needs of this age is a modicum of just that 
literary opiate to which he would deny virtue. The early eighteenth 
century is an interesting one, but it is as far removed mentally and 
spiritually from ours as the age of Rameses. It cannot furnish 
any clue to the mental and — needs of this age of nerves, 
the underground and the aeroplane. The matter cannot be disposed 
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of so easily. The modern human mind is faced with an enormous 
number of complexities which did not enter into the dreams of 
Addison’s readers. It justifies the novel ; it justifies much literature 
which may be said to have a very large opiate value. 

Moreover, any form of literature survives because of the need 
for it. Individual novels may be bad, may even be execrable, 
but the novel is a good thing, and if it be not always food for the 
mind it is frequently food for the soul. 

* 

Not often within two months are three such addresses given 
before library audiences as we have been privileged to hear in the 
past two months. We have referred to Lord Eustace Percy’s 
address with some fullness, and have been duly grateful for it. 
Principal Grant Robertson's presidential address to the Library 
Association at Birmingham was quite one of the outstanding utter- 
ances by a thinker on the place of libraries in the community. It 
opened up far too many avenues of thought for a discussion in a 
brief editorial, and as it is available in full we merely wish to direct 
to it the attention of readers who may be inclined to pass it over as 
the ordinary formal official address. 

It was a first-rate contribution to the philosophy of libraries. 
It was understood at the Conference that many of its suggestions 
would form the basis of discussion at next year’s Conference. Such 
suggestions have been made before and have been punctually shelved 
or forgotten. We hope those in charge of next year’s programme 
will, in this case, have the wisdom to act upon the suggestion. 

* * 


The third address was that by Mr. H. M. Tomlinson to 
inaugurate the winter session of the Association of Assistant 
Librarians, and it has been published in full in The Library 
Assistant. The assistants’ association has many laurels, but it 
never achieved anything of more permanent value than this work 
from Mr. Tomlinson, who, as our readers know (we hope), is one of 
the very greatest masters of literature. The author of Sea and 
Jungle and Tidemarks dealt with the value of the work of the 


literary critic, for the librarian. ‘‘ Could we trust the reviewer 
in selecting our books?” he said, was a question that librarians 
naturally asked. “‘ You can’t,” was his very conclusive reply. 


This, however, gives the poorest idea of the address, which for wise 

observation, tremendous irony, and neat anecdote has not been 

equalled by any paper published in a library journal in the lifetime 

of any present hbrarian. 
* * * 

When the Departmental Committee on Public Libraries will 
report is not yet known. It has ceased to take evidence. It explored 
the ground so extensively, however, that if due deliberation is given 
to all its enquiries and all the memoranda it requisitioned or 
received, some time much necessarily elapse before a report is made. 
We have heard that the evidence will not be published. That is 
probably a result of the financial stringency at the Treasury. From 
any other point of view it is a very great pity that what must have 
been evidence of great value should not be made generally available. 
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THE LIBRARY OF JEAN-BAPTISTE COLBERT 


By Puitip ALoysius ARDAGH, 
Assistant-Librarian in the University Library, St. Andrews. 


It is a remarkable fact that Jean-Baptiste Colbert, of Scottish 
descent, born at Rheims in the year 1619, and who died on the 6th 
of September, 1683, should have built up the famous library which 
is the subject of this article, in spite of the fact that he was for the 
greater part of his life engaged in the arduous duties which he 

ormed as Financial Minister to Louis XIV. However, before 
discussing Colbert’s own library, it may not be considered out of 
| to mention that he had also an absorbent interest in the 
ibrary of the King. 

On the retirement of his younger brother Nicolas (1627-1676), 
the first librarian of the King, which came about when the latter 
was called to the Bishopric of Lugon in 1661, Colbert took over the 
work. He acquired the famous collections of Brienne, Béthune, 
Gaston duc d’Orléans, Mazarin, etc., besides also adding various 
engravings, prints, and a quantity of medals. Discovering that the 
King’s library had outgrown its accommodation, he ordered it to 
be removed from the Rue de la Harpe and put into two houses in 
the Rue Vivienne, which formed an extension to his own mansion. 
On his suggestion, copies were made by Godefroy, Baluze, and others, 
of title-deeds and other historical muniments located in the archives 
of the provinces. Much more could be said of the various other 
ways in which Colbert greatly added to the fame of the library of 
the King, but these must of necessity be omitted since they form so 
great a part of the history of that collection. 

Colbert, knowing that many manuscripts lay uncared for 
in the great monasteries and abbeys because their value was unknown 
by the religious, bought many of them for his library, often at little 
cost. His library rapidly became known as one of great value, 
and was used by many well-reputed scholars of the time. Mention 
must here be made of Colbert’s first librarian, Carcavi, whose very 
excellent work added greatly to the reputation of the library. 
On May 3rd, 1662, Denis Godefroy expressed his interest in it, and 
offered to present any works from his own collection which he 
knew were not in that of Colbert. Through the agency of the 
intendant of Riom, valuable matter was secured from the religious 
houses in the neighbourhood of Auvergne, and about the year 1666 
Colbert received seventy manuscripts gratis. Colbert requested 
his friends in Flanders, Italy, and England to acquire for him any 
rare manuscripts, charters, or books which they encountered in 
their travels, and as they readily complied, works were in this way 
procured from many parts of the world. 

In the year 1672, Colbert was greatly perturbed by the discovery 
that several of his books were missing, and he was unable to find 
them in spite of diligent search. He wrote at once to Etienne 
Baluze, who had succeeded Carcavi as Librarian, asking him to come 
to the library the next day, for the express purpose of carefully 
checking over the catalogue with the contents of the library. He 
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also ordered Baluze to call in all books out on loan, and in the 
future to issue no books without first obtaining from him an 
ress order to do so. In addition, on the return of all issues a 
written receipt was to be given to the borrower, exonerating him 
from further responsibility for the safety of the work borrowed. 
Colbert also requested Baluze to list all the wills and deeds in the 
library, and make every possible effort to obtain any valuable ones 
not included in the list. In 1674, one hundred and thirty-four 
manuscripts were obtained which had formerly been owned by 
Chandelier, and between the years 1675 and 1676 a number were 
given by the Canons of the Cathedral of Metz. The latter donation 
included a bible known under the title of Bible of Charles the Bald, 
and also a work which passed for the Book of Hours of Charlemagne. 
Colbert showed his appreciation of this valuable gift by presenting 
the Canons with a portrait of the King. When Jean Ballesdens, 
Member of the French Academy, died in Paris in 1675, he be- 
queathed to the library five hundred works. Additions made in 
1677 included sixty manuscripts from the Abbey of Mortemer, and 
fifty-four given by the son of Antoine de Mareste. In the following 
year, a large number of manuscripts were received, among which 
were four hundred and forty-three purchased from a M. Hardy, 
one hundred and five presented by the Canons of Moissac, a number 
from the Convent of the Jacobins of Clermont, and eight from the 
Abbess of the town of Fontevrault. Notable accessions made in 
1679 were eighteen manuscripts sent by the monks of Savigny, 
forty-six obtained from the Abbey of Fontenay, ninety-seven from 
Sebastian de Guemadeuc, Bishop of Saint-Malo, and two hundred 
and fifteen manuscripts—the gift of the Duchess of Vivonne. The 
year 1680 saw the entrance into the library of four collections which 
are worthy of particular mention. They consisted in that of J. A. 
de Thou, which in itself was composed of the collections of Pierre, 
Pithou, and of Nicolas Le Febvre, manuscripts from the College of 
Foix, and the manuscripts of Blaise. The collection from Foix 
embraced a portion of the original library of the Palace of the 
popes of Avignon. At the commencement of the year last mentioned, 
a number of manuscripts were obtained from Carcassonne, Narbonne, 
and other towns in the same district. Forty-nine manuscripts came 
from the Cathedral Chapter of Puy in the year 1681, and in the 
next year M. de Rignac, of Montellier, gave one hundred and four. 
On acquiring a catalogue of the manuscripts in the library of 
Louviers, Colbert determined to endeavour to secure some of them. 
In consequence of a visit paid to this library on Colbert’s behalf 
by a priest of the name of Commire, Colbert becamed 
of fifteen beautiful manuscripts in 1682, and he also bought in that 
year sixty-seven others from M. de Montmont and fifty-eight from 
the Abbey of Foucarmont. 

As Colbert was particularly interested in the history of Limoges, 
he made an attempt to secure documents from the Cathedral 
Chapter there. He was unsuccessful in his attempts to obtain 
what he was in need of, and he therefore turned his attention 
elsewhere. He wrote for manuscripts from the Canons of Saint- 
Gatien, pointing out that should they be kind enough to give him 
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a few from their collection he would take great care to see that they 
were arranged in the most serviceable manner in his library, but 
they refused quite definitely to consider the matter. Eighty-seven 
manuscripts came from the Abbey of Bonfort in 1683, and also 
thirty-five from M. Puget which had previously been owned by the 
College of Foix. 

On the death of Colbert, the library was left to the care of his 
eldest son, Jean-Baptiste, M. de Seignelay (1651-1690). The 
library then contained approximately 50,000 printed volumes and 
8,000 manuscripts, which the family took steps to have evaluated. 
Their worth was estimated at 41,844 francs for the printed books, 
and 13,014 francs for the manuscripts. Books were added to the 
library with the help of Baluze by Colbert’s son, but his interest 
in the collection was by no means as great as had been that of his 
late father. He continued the negotiations commenced by his 
father for the purpose of obtaining, by purchase, matter from the 
provinces, more particularly from the Languedoc. In the year 
1687 some manuscripts were sent to him from Tulle, and it is 
believed that before his death forty-nine were presented by the 
Carmelites of Clermont. 


The library was sold by the grandsons of its founder, Jean- 
Baptiste Colbert, on the 12th of March, 1692, to their uncle, Jacques- 
Nicolas Colbert, Archbishop of Rouen, for the sum of roughly 
70,727 francs. The year 1700 was marked by the retirement of 
Baluze, and he was succeeded by Duchesne as librarian. He had 
worked with remarkable energy during the time of his office, and this 
is born out by the compliment which was made to him in 1666, 
when the great Minister expressed his appreciation at seeing the 
library so well administered. He had not, it is worthy of note, 
merely confined himself to work which came under his sphere as 
librarian, but had undertaken other tasks for Colbert, which con- 
sisted in writing various memoirs, the most well known of which 
are those relative to the Assemblies of the Clergy, to the cause of the 
war of Succession, and others known as the Rights of the Queen. 
Duchesne remained Librarian from the year 1700 until 1716, but 
both during the time of his administration, and that of his follower 
Guillaume Milhet, the additions made to the library were com- 
paritively few. 

The Archbishop of Rouen left the library in favour of his 
nephew Charles-Eleanor, which fact is stated in his will of the 
Sth of December, 1707, though the direct heir was Marie-Jean 
Colbert. He commanded the latter to leave to his younger brother 
Charles-Eleanor, the library, for the sum of 60,000 francs, desiring 
that Charles-Eleanor should preserve the collection in its entirety, 
in order that it could prove of practical use to the state. However, 
the Archbishop’s wishes were never to be realised, for soon after his 
death his nephew began to think of disposing of the library which 
had been formed at so great a cost and by so diverse a labour. 
He commenced by selling about 6,000 books to Meigret de Serilly 
for the sum of 12,000 francs, and in the year 1728 made a public 
sale of the printed books. When he began to sell some of the 
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manuscripts alarm was caused in the scholastic world, and many 

testations were made against so great a loss tothestate. Purchase 

the Government was suggested as a possible solution to the 
trouble, but the matter was eventually decided by Charles-Eleanor 
Colbert addressing a letter to Louis XV in which he offered to sell 
the manuscripts, and said that he left the question of fixing the 
price to be paid for the same entirely to the King. On the 27th of 
May, 1732, the King purchased the collection, and in the following 
September it was transferred to his library. 

In conclusion it is interesting to note that the major portion of 
the manuscripts were engraved on their covers with the names of 
their former owners, and that some of the armorial bearings were the 
work of Thomassin. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR ARISTONYMOUS, 
A PUBLISHER AS CRITIC. 

A long-suffering race are librarians. At one time we had to 
struggle for our very existence against a public which used but 
failed to support us. We live in the palmy days of librarianship 
to-day ; most of the forts of anti-library folly have fallen, and are 
behind us. Occasionally, however, we run up against a criticism 
which, like a douche of cold water, braces or aepresses us according 
to the state of our mental health. Such a criticism appeared in the 
circular of one of our younger publishers, who, in an effort to argue 
that fewer people bought books than ought to buy them, bewailed 
that the said people borrowed them from “ that first cousin to the 
penitentiary, the public library.” 

In MATTERS OF TASTE. 
you and I are not sticklers for precision. Nearly all truths are 
offensive to somebody or other. Statements, however, which are 
not true can be more than offensive. Such a statement is the one 
to which I refer. That a publisher should attack one of his principal 
customers in this manner is amazingly bad taste, but what seems 
more amazing is that the said publisher does not realise what bad 
business such an attack is. He even ingenuously sends his circular 
out to libraries, not, presumably, to admonish them for their prison- 
like resemblance, but to induce their librarians to buy his books. 
It is difficult to think of simplicity more pronounced. 
Wuat Is More, 

in the succeeding issue of his periodical he admits that he has 
received letters of protest from several library committees and 
librarians. Says he, “‘ Strong objection is taken by them to our 
remarks on the public library. In spite of all that is said to the 
contrary, we consider that the public library is a depressing institu- 
tion. We will, however, withdraw the remark that the public 
library is ‘ first cousin to the penitentiary.’ This is an over-statement, 
but there is some foundation for it. We have visited many public 
libraries and there is a disciplinary atmosphere about them. Dis- 
guise it as you will, there is the institutional taint which one cannot 
get away from. 
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“Exception has also been taken to our statement as to the 
relatively small expenditure by public libraries on new books. In 
this connection we would ask what proportion of the library rate is 
actually spent in the purchasing of new books as compared with 
what is absorbed by sinking fund, salaries, structural decorations, 
also book-binding and repairs ?”’ 

What really can we say of stuff such as this? It would be 
unnecessary to tell any librarian that a public library circulates 
books and not merely new books; in many cases, books that 
have been carefully selected for more than fifty years. A publisher 
cannot be expected to understand, perhaps, that quite as important 
as any new book is the proper service of old books by people who 
understand them and are able to exploit them. Could our publisher 
understand that he would also understand what arrant rubbish he 
has written. 


“ First CousIN TO THE PENITENTIARY ” 

is meant to be a derogatory remark. You see it has been with- 
drawn above in the two paragraphs which are perhaps even more 
offensive than the original paragraph. They (public libraries) have 
an “institutional taint.” I would ask if the museum, the art 
gallery, the municipal theatre, and such places as the Winter 
Gardens at Bournemouth, are without the “ institutional taint ” ? 
Everything that is established is institutional ; it is either that or 
is too transient to be of any real importance. 


WHEN WE ARE CRITICISED 
it is well to ask ourselves if the criticism has any foundation. It 
may be that there still are libraries which are depressing—that lack 
beauty, a bright atmosphere, a sufficiency of paint, and, above all, 
that joy in service on the part of the librarians which makes readers 
feel they are places well worth while. Such libraries are becoming 
fewer every year. I am inclined to believe that the editor of Now 
and Then, whose dictum I am criticising, probably entered a public 
library some thirty years ago, and on his memories of what he then 
saw he bases his beliefs of to-day. Critics are sometimes like that. 
What is more 
WONDERFUL, 

is that any publisher can affect to treat the public library as a 
negligible quality and es in the book world. Public libraries 
are the greatest book-distributing agency that exists. Collectively 
they are the most constant customers the publishers have, and 
many a publisher would be in bankruptcy without their support. 
The publisher may not even know this, because the books he supplies 
to public libraries are mostly supplied through agents. It is, never- 
theless, necessary to point it out. 


OTHER MATTERS. 
I have wondered who dared to write the remarkable verses in 
The Library World last month. They are remarkable in that in a 
word or two the characteristics of a great number of people are hit 
off with precision and accuracy. They are also remarkable as a 


return to a type of nal comment which had largely disappeared 


until it was revived in The Library World a few months ago in some 
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verses about a much-advertised library. Whether I like such verses 
or not, and whether Mr. Pacy enjoys them or not, I would not dare 
to say ; would you? They are certainly very good reading. Even 
a libel may be justified if it is good reading; I do not profess 


to judge. 
A New Book. 

I like to see the mental activity of some of our younger librarians. 
Most of them are quite inarticulate ; from others the ink wells out 
as easily as saline waters at Bath. Our youngest chief librarian, Mr. 
Lionel R. McColvin, is also one of our most vigorous from the literary 

int of view. He has just contributed to Routledge’s series of 
-crown pamphlets a little book called Euterpe, or, the Future of 
Art. Books on music, book selection, and the future of art are not 
bad achievements for a man of Mr. McColvin’s years. Vale, 
CALLIMACHUS. 
[The Editor does not hold himselj responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of “ LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 


LIBRARY NEWS 
[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments, and 
changes . other local items of interest general are particularly 
welcome. 


EptnBurGu.—Classes for Assistant Librarians are being held 
this winter in the Board Room of the Edinburgh Public Libraries. 
The first course is by Mr. Savage on Book Classification. The 
second course is to be given by Dr. Kitchin, of Edinburgh Uni- 
versity, on Modern and Contemporary English Literature. 

Tue Norwicu Public Libraries have just issued an attractive 
illustrated pamphlet (12 pages) entitled Books for Education, 
Information and Recreation, which gives succinct information 
regarding the hours of the Libraries, their contents and arrange- 
ment, special features, and a list of the publications of the Libraries 


The introduction states that 

“Norwich occupies a unique position in the history of libraries ; 
it has the distinction of having established in 1608 a library which is 
the oldest public library with a continuous history to the present time ; 
and the city was the first municipality to adopt the first Public Libraries 
Act, 1850. . . . The Public Libraries exist for public service, their 
object being to make available the endless sources of education (voca- 
tional and non-vocational), information and recreation provided by books, 
periodicals and newspapers. Four classes of persons are catered for by 
the Libraries : the ordinary reader who desires to increase his general 
knowledge, develop his mental culture, or obtain recreation by reading 
imaginative literature ; the business man who needs information regarding 
commerce and industry ; the student who requires to pursue his studies 
of a particular subject ; and the child who desires books for informa- 
tion and recreation. To satisfy these needs the Libraries contain a large 
—— stock of books, to which additions are continually being 
made.”’ 
A section on “ Special Collections "’ shows that the Libraries 


are well equipped with books on Local Industries (Boots and Shoes 
and Printing), Commerce, Banking, Music, Shakespeare, Education, 
French Literature, Sunday Schools, and Norfolk and Norwich. 
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The extensive Local Collection is described as “ one of the finest 

blic collections of local literature in the country.” It includes 
Costa, pamphlets, topographical prints, portraits, maps, and 
lantern slides. 

This pamphlet should be the means of attracting many new 
readers to the Norwich Public Libraries, and those who y 
use them will find in it much helpful information regarding the 
resources of the Libraries. The appropriate cover has a decorative 
panelled border showing the main classes into which the books in 
the Libraries are divided. 


PERSONAL NEWS 
Mr. Stanley P. Speight, Bolton Public Libraries, has been 
appointed Assistant in the Cambridge Public Library. 
We regret to hear of the sad death of Mr. T. E. Maw, the 
Librarian of Luton. 


SOCIETY OF PUBLIC LIBRARIANS. 

THE meetings of the Society of Public Librarians were resumed for 
the Session on Wednesday, October 7th, when, at a meeting held at 
Bishopsgate Institute, E.C., Mr. B. J. Frost (East Ham) was re- 
elected President for the year. 

At the November meeting, also held at Bishopsgate Institute, 
Mr. Frank E. Chennell (Chief Librarian, Willesden) gave an inter- 
esting resumé of the proceedings of the Library Association’s Con- 
ference held at Birmingham this year, and some of the subjects 
dealt with at that Conference were discussed. 

The attendance at both meetings was satisfactory and there is 
every indication of a successful session. 


A GREAT MILITARY BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
Durinc the last fourteen years there have been added to the 
Library of the War Office no fewer than 25,000 books and pamphlets, 
a large part of which directly or indirectly relate to the Great War. 

The collection forms the largest and most complete Military 
Bibliography of the European War in existence. The works dealing, 
for example, with the Battle of the Marne, 1914, fall just short of 
fifty, while those dealing with the Strategy and Tactics of the 
War number at least a hundred. 

It is believed that librarians generally, and all those interested 
in military questions or allied subjects, would welcome the issue of 
a Subject Index of books added to the War Office Library during 
the period in question. It is therefore proposed, if sufficient promises 
of subscriptions are received, to issue such a Catalogue, classified 
so as to form a guide to all onece literature of recent date, English 
and Foreign. This Catalogue or Subject Index will be prepared by 


Mr. F. J. Hudleston, C.B.E., the Librarian of the War Office, for 
publication by H.M. Stationery Office. The price will be {2 to 
subscribers and £3 to non-subscribers. Intending subscribers should 
apply for all particulars to The Controller, His Majesty’s Stationery 
Office, Princes Street, London, S.W.1. 
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REVIEWS. 


REPORTS. 

Betrast Pusiic Lispraries.—36th Annual Report. Chief 
Librarian, J. B. Goldsborough. Population, 396,000. Stock: 
Lending, 31,980; Reference, 43,326; Branches, 44,268. Issues : 
Lending, 235,105; Reference, 96,215; Branches, 530,756. 
Borrowers, 24,942. 4 Branches. 

After having been closed for over three years, the Falls Road Branch 
Library was opened again during the past year and is now continuing its good 
work. Plans are being drawn up for yet another branch, a convenient site for 
which has already been obtained. 

GATESHEAD Pusiic Liprary.—39th Annual Report for the 
ending March 3ist, 1925. Borough Librarian, R. Lillie, F.L.A. 
Population, 125,142. Income from 2}d. Rate, £4,466. Stock: 
Lending, 25,392; Reference, 4,566; Juvenile, 3,335; School 
Libraries, 9,529. Additions during the year: Lending, 1,199; 
Reference, 293; School Libraries, 1,597. Issues: Lending, 
214,099; Reference, 5,775; School Libraries, 192,977. 
Borrowers, 10,840. 

The rise in the issues is largely due to the increased work among the 
Juniors. A new system of Junior Libraries is being organized. A steady 
increase in the work and usefulness of the Reference Department is noticeable 
since the reorganization on the open-access plan. A stock of 82 vols in 
——e type is kept for blind readers, to whom 395 issues were made during 
the year. 

KETTERING PuBLic LipRARY, MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY.—29th 
Annual Report for the year ending March 31st, 1925. Librarian, 
Kate E. Pierce, F.L.A. Population, 29,692. Income from 

‘291d. Rate, £1,425. Stock: Lending, 11,020; Reference, 
4,573; Additions: Lending, 830; Reference, 77. Issues: 
Lending, 112,332; Children’s Library, 34,149; Reference, 
7,057. Borrowers, 7,742. 

Whilst the Library was closed for redecoration for a week at the beginning 
of the year the opportunity was taken to thoroughly overhaul the stocks and 
many worn-out and obsolete vols. were withdrawn. The Library was also 
closed for a week owing to an outbreak of small-pox. The Museum and Art 
Gallery are still appreciatively used and an exhibition held in the latter insti- 
tution attracted about 8,000 visitors during the month it was open. 
MANCHESTER PuBiic LIBRARIES.—73rd Annual Report for year 

ending March 3lst, 1925. Chief Librarian, L. Stanley Jast, 
F.L.A. Population, 755,000. Income from 2.71d. Rate, £70,529. 
Stock : Lending, 325,384 ; Reference, 246,697. Issues: Lending, 
including Young People’s Library, 2,671,549 ; Reference, 390,008 ; 
Commercial Library, 93,551 ; Music Library, 165,579. Borrowers, 
107,261. 24 Branches. 

No decision has yet been arrived at in the matter of the site for a new 
Central Building. The transference of the newspapers file to the Central 
Hall of the Administrative Building has somewhat eased the overcrowding, 
but the lack of readers’ space and storage room is still causing great incon- 
venience. The reconstruction work on the older District Libraries has now 
been completed and during the year the remaining six were opened under the 
new system. 

Pustic Liprary.—49th Annual R for year ending 
March 3ist, 1925. Borough Librarian, H. Percy Marshall, 
M.L.A. Population, 78,450. Stock: Lending, 17,850; Ref- 
erence, 2,181. Additions during year: Lending, 2,336; Refer- 


Tue Lisrary Wortp 99 


ence, 198. Issues: Lending, 129,562; Children’s Library, 
72,585 ; Reference, 12,213. Borrowers, 8,175. 

The work of the Library for the year under review is again marked by 
an increase in the number of books issued and in the number of persons using 
the Library. No better proof than this is necessary to endorse the progressive 
policy of the Library Authorities. The past year has also revealed the in- 
adequacy of the present stock of books to the demands made upon it. Good 
use was made of the Reference collection, though the work was hampered by 
lack of proper accommodation for consultation and study. It is hoped 
that the present year will see steps taken toward reducing these inconveniences 
WESTMINSTER PuBLic LIBRARIES.—Report for the year 1924-1925. 

Librarian, Frank Pacy. Population, 141,317. Income from 
.70d. Rate, £23,545. Stock: Lending, 89,929; Reference, 
35,928. Additions during year: Lending, 9,981; Reference, 
775. Issues: Lending, 336,533; Reference, 176,209. Botrowers, 
13,656. 3 Branches. 

The difficulties which confronted the Committee over the St. Martin’s 
Lane Branch Library have been overcome and a temporary lending library 
has been established in the basement of the old Library building. The South 
Audley Branch has just been opened after reorganization, while the Central 
is still in the process of changing over. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 

Mingana (Alphonse) THE Earty SprEAD OF CHRISTIANITY IN 
CENTRAL ASIA AND THE Far East. A New Document. Man- 
chester: University Press, 1925. 2s. 

Fawtier (Robert) HANDLIST OF CHARTERS, DEEDS AND SIMILAR 
DocuMENTS IN THE JoHN RyLanp’s LisBrary. I., Documents 
of which the provenance has been ascertained with an index. 
Manchester: University Press, 1925. 2s. 6d. 

Herford (C. H.) A Russian SHAKESPEAREAN: A CENTENARY 
Stupy. Manchester: University Press, 1925. Is. 6d. 

Harris (J. Rendel) Apotto’s Brrps. Manchester: University 
Press, 1925. Is. 6d. 

Guppy (Henry) WILLIAM TINDALE AND THE EARLIER TRANSLATORS 
OF THE BIBLE INTO ENGLISH. With 12 Facsimiles. Manchester : 
University Press, 1925. 1s. 6d. 

The five publications listed above are the latest Reprints from the Bulletin 
of the John Ryland’s Library, and all show the high level of scholarship which 
we have come to expect from that institution. The two most interesting to 
librarians are the Russian Shakespearean, an interesting monograph on the great 
poet Puskkin, and Mr. Guppy’s valuable little summary of the facts relating 
to Tindale and the early translators of the Bible. 

THe LrprarRyY MISCELLANY: The Quarterly Journal of the New- 
castle-upon-Tyne Public Libraries’ Staff. Demy 8vo, cloth 
wrappers, pp. 82. Vol 1, No. 2. 1925. 

This is the second issue of the Newcastle Public Library Journal and we 
do not think it will disappoint the readers of the first number. So “ priceless ’’ 
has this become that it is whispered in Literary circles that an offer was made 
for a copy in the form of “ a very blank cheque ’’ from Dr. Rosenbach. Am 
the articles included are: T and Tykes of the Newsroom, The Haun 
Park at Alnwick, Peter: A Reference Character, and Doggerel Anent and 
against The Girls of To-day. ¢ 

The Millgate Monthly for September contains the second and 
concluding article on “‘ The Romance of the English Dictionary,” 
by Mr. G. A. Stephen, City Librarian of Norwich. This article is 
devoted entirely to the New English Dictionary, published by the 
Clarendon Press, and has five illustrations. 
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CuRRENT FoREIGN AND COLONIAL PERIODICALS IN THE BODLEIAN 
LIBRARY AND IN OTHER OxFoRD LIBRARIES. 8vo, wrappers, 
pp. 136. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1925. 

A catalogue of over 2,000 foreign periodicals available to students in the 
various Oxford libraries. The main entry is by title and there is an index of 
Societies. A subject catalogue would have been very useful. 

Liprary oF Concress. A List of American Doctoral Dissertations 
printed in 1922 (1923). 2 vols, 8vo. Washington: Government 

. Printing Office, 1924-25. 35 cents each. 

These two volumes continue the series of annual catalogues of Disserta- 
tions fully described according to the Library of Congress method both under 
authors and under class headings, with alphabetical index of subjects. 
Baker (Arthur E.) A SHAKESPEARE Dictionary. Part V., Hamlet. 

4to, wrappers. The Author: Taunton [1925]. 4s. 6d. 

The librarian of Taunton is progressing with his Shakespea e Dictionary 
Part 5 of which is before us. It occupies pp. 177-244. The perfectly clear and 
reasonable account of each of the characters and of the places and incidents 
mentioned in the play renders the work exceedingly useful to students. An 
introductory summary of the origin and story of the play is prefixed and two 
appendices of sources are of considerable interest to readers. 

GLascow CorPoRATION PusBLic Bulletin of Additions 
to the Libraries Classified, Annotated and Indexed. No. 3. 
Demy 4to, wrappers, pp. viii. 1925. 

An excellent short title classified (Dewey) catalogue with indexes of 
titles, authors and subjects. It includes not only the accession of the Lending 
Libraries but also those of the Mitchell and Stirlings Reference Collections. 
SHEFFIELD Pustic Liprartes. Catalogue of Books in the Central 

Libraries on the Printing and Allied Trades. 8vo, pp. 32, wrap- 
pers. 1925. 

An excellent little list which shows that Sheffield is well equipped with 
text-books for printing students and also with many of the more advanced 
works for those who wish to investigate the early history and the artistic side 
of the “ art preservative of all arts.’’ 

_ We are pleased to receive the Bulletin of the Library Associa- 
tion of China, Vol. 1, June 30th, 1925, No. 1, and Vol. 1, July- 
August, 1925, No. 2, which contains an interesting letter on the 
Chinese Libraries from Mr. Arthur E. Bostwick. 


GENERAL. 


Stoneham (F.and E. Ltd.) WALBROOK AND ITs ASSOCIATIONS. 4to; 

wrappers, pp. 16. 5 plates. London, 1925 
An interesting booklet on the surroundings of Messrs. Stoneham’s book- 
, under the shadow of the Mansion House and the Church of St. Stephen, 

Walbrook. The bookshop was originally the residence of the Parish Clerk. 

The plates illustrate the Church of the Mansion House and are from prints 

of various dates. One statement gives rise to doubt. As to the site of the 

Mansion House, it is suggested that not only the Stocks Market, but Mansion 

House Place and part of the premises of Messrs. Smith, Payne and Smith, were 

used for building on. An expert queries this, and suggests that only the site 

of the Stocks Market itself was used. 

Ashdown (Charles H.) ARMOUR AND WEAPONS IN THE MIDDLE 
Aces. With many figures and illustrations. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
220. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

A new volume in the Home Anti Series which is in a useful 
form for the general reader. 
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The Romance of Knowledge Series. 
A new illustrated library for boys and girls, designed to provide a readable 
account of man’s activities through the ages and to show how our civilization 
has been evolved. Each—size, 8} by 54 inches. 
“* Messrs. Harrap are renowned for informative books written and com- 
in such an excellent way that they are every bit as interesting as stories.’’ 
— John o’ London's Weekly. 
THE BOOK OF THE HEAVENS. 
By Mary Proctor, F.R.A.S., F.R.Met.S. (daughter of the late RicHarp 
A. Proctor). With 4 colour plates, 32 full-page half-tone illustrations, 
and many line drawings in text. 268 pages 7/6 net 
THE BOOK OF DISCOVERY. 
By T. C. Bripces (the well-known writer of boys’ books). With 8 colour 
plates, 32 full-page half-tone illustrations, and many line drawi in 
the text. 288 pages. 7/6 net 
THE BOOK OF MYTHS. 
By Amy Cruse, Author of English Literature Through the Ages, etc. 
With 8 colour plates 32 full-page half-tone illustrations, and many line 
drawings in the text. 288 pages. 7/6 net 
THE BOOK OF INVENTION. 
By T. C. BripGes, Author of The Book of Discovery, etc. With 4 colour 
plates, 32 full-page half-tone illustrations and many line drawi in 
the text. 288 pages. 7/6 net 


GEORGE G. HARRAP & CO., LTD., 
39-41 Parker Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 


Tue Directory OF WoMEN TEACHERS, 1925. A Directory of the 
Women Engaged in the Work of Higher and Secondary Educa- 
tion. Fourth Issue. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xxii. 432, 168. Deane and 
Sons, 1925. 25s. net. 

This is the fourth issue of the Directory of Women Teachers and contains 
the names of over 12,000 women teachers. The list of Schools, Colleges, etc., 
numbers nearly 1,300. This is a most useful reference book. 

MacLean (Annie Marion) MopERN ImMIGRATION, A VIEW OF THE 
SITUATION IN IMMIGRANT RECEIVING CountTRiEs. Lippincott 
Sociological Series. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 394. Lippincott Co., 
1925. 15s. net. 

This book does not claim to be an exhaustive study, but is a presentation 
of existing conditions. It presents in —— form the main facts concerning 
our immigration in the modern world. The United States is not the only 
place where immigration problems are! serious and have required legislation 
and changes in policy of late years. Similar problems in South America, 
Africa, Canada, and Australasia are also dealt with. A detailed Appendix 
contains the Immigration Laws and Acts and there are useful short biblio- 


phies. 

Royston (H. R.) Tae Unity or Lire, A Book or Nature Stupy 
FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS. With sixteen plates and twenty- 
four Diagrams in the Text. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 282. Harrap and 
Co., Ltd., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

The illustrations of plant and animal forms of life are very attractive 
and make this book suitable for those who are studying the basic principles 
underlying the varied manifestation of life. 

Morris (Captain Joseph) THE GERMAN AIR Ralps oF GREAT BRITAIN, 
1914-1918. Illus. Demy 4to, cloth, pp. xii., 306. Sampson Low, 
Marston and Co., Ltd., 1925. 16s. net. 

A comprehensive book on the German Air Raids on Great Britain, 1914- 
1918. The story makes an imposing volume which will no doubt be useful 
as an authentic record of a subject of cardinal interest. This work may take 
its place finally in the history of those disastrous years. 
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Hambly (W. D.) THe History oF TATTOOING AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE, 
witH SomE ACCOUNT OF OTHER Forms OF CORPORAL MARKING. 
Illus. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 346. Witherby, 1925. 25s. net. 

The study of primitive races in its more superstitious aspects is both 
curious and worthy of careful thought Body-marking of all kinds has been a 
feature of most races who practice forms of religious worship and magic. 
This volume has been written by a well-known anthropologist, and he had 
studied the subject thoroughly from its earliest beginnings. The book 
contains a map and a number of illustrations. 

Tue INTERNATIONAL YEAR Book OF CHILD CARE AND PROTECTION. 
Being a Record of State and Voluntary Effort for the Welfare of 
the Child, including Information on Marriage, Divorce and 
Illegitimacy, Education, The Care of the Destitute Child, Treat- 
ment of Juvenile Delinquents, and Condition of Juvenile Employ- 
ment throughout the World, compiled from official sources by 
Edward Fuller, with a preface by the Marchioness of Aberdeen 
and Temair. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 566. Longmans, Green and 
Co., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

This year book gains in popularity and importance year by year and we 
recommend libraries who have not got the up-to-date edition to purchase it, 
as the records which cover the period 1924 will be memorable in the annals of 
the child welfare movement throughout the world because this year saw the 
adoption, by the Fifth Assembly of the League of Nations, of the Declaration 
of the Rights of the Child, commonly known as the Declaration of Geneva, 
drafted by the Save the Children Fund International Union in the previous 
year, and accepted by the people of many lands as an inspiration and guide 
in their work in the cause of the child. The book contains a preface by the 
Marchioness of Aberdeen and Temair, LL.D., and an index of over two 


thousand references. 
Fuller (Col. J. F. C.) British Licut INFANTRY IN THE EIGHTEENTH 


Century. (An introduction to “Sir John Moore’s System of 
Training.’’) Illus., demy 4to, cloth, pp. 256. Hutchinson and Co., 
1925. 10s. 6d. net. 

The author has carefully investigated the military history of the 18th 
century, more especially with reference to the British Light Infantry, and to 
reach the point where his book begins he has written a preliminary chapter 
on Light Infantry in the 16th and 17th centuries. A change of tactics in the 
army is a serious matter and such a change occurred at the beginning of the 
18th century, at the time of Sir John Moore, “Architect of the ‘new 
discipline,’ ’’ as well as such men as Bouquet, Howe, Money and Von Ewald. 


Budge (Sir E. A. Wallis) BABYLONIAN LIFE AND History. Second 
edition, re-written throughout and enlarged. With plates and 
illustrations. Demy 4to, cloth, pp. xxii., 296. The Religious 
Tract Society, 1925. 10s. 6d. net. 

This new edition of a well-known book is produced in a most attractive 


and popular form. 
GuIDE To CURRENT OFFICIAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, 


Vol 2, 1923. In continuation of first issue (1922), with an Appen- 
dix relating to selected Statistical Publications issued prior to 
1923. London: Stationery Office, 1924. Is. 8vo, wrappers, 


p- 306. 
A useful guide to Parliamentary Papers containing statistical information. 


JUVENILES. 

New titles from Messrs. the R.T.S. This publisher presents a 
particularly attractive series of Juvenile books suitable both 
for Boys and Girls. Boys will welcome a new ‘‘ Westward Ho!” 
which is a well-bound and well-illustrated book of wonderful 
value at the price. For girls, the ‘“ House in the Oak Tree,” 
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“‘ Mystery Grange,” and “ The Wraith of Raeburn ” appear to be 
icularly attractive. 

Wilson (Theodora Wilson) THE MysTERY GRANGE, or THE Boys 
AND Topsy. Illus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 256. Religious Tract 
Society, 1925. 3s. 6d. net. 

Kingsley (Charles) Westwarp Ho ! Illus. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 597. 
Religious Tract Society. 1925. 6s. net. 

Oldmeadow (Katharine) Toe House In THE Oak TREE. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 126. The Religious Tract Society, 1925. Is. 6d. net. 

Lake (Edna) Tuz WraltTH OF RAEBuRN. Illus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
352. Religious Tract Society, 1925. 5s. net. 

TwentTy-Stx ADVENTURE STORIES FoR Boys. Illus. Demy 4to, 
cloth, pp. 288. Religious Tract Society. 1925. 3s. 6d. net. 

TwentTy-Six ADVENTURE STORIES FoR Giris. Illus. Demy 4to, 
cloth, pp. 288. Religious Tract Society, 1925. 3s. 6d. net. 

Westell (W. Percival) THe GATES OF THE Forest, A Book oF 
Nature Essays. Col. illus. Demy 4to, cloth, pp. 144. Religious 
Tract Society, 1925. 6s. net. 

Mooyaart (Mary) In THE Days oF THE AposTLEs. Illus. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 254. The Religious Tract Society, 1925. 6s. net. 

Wallace (Dillon) Tae Testinc oF Jim MACLEAN, A Tale of the 
Wilds of Labrador. Illus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 272. The Religious 
Tract Society, 1925. 3s. 6d. net. 

Hawthorne (Hildegarde) MAKESHIFT Farm. Illus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 248. Appleton and Co., 1925. 6s. net. 

This is a attractive girl’s story about happy family life on a farm: 

Wright (Harold Bell) A Son oF HIs FATHER. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
vi., 356. Appleton and Co., 1925. 

A fascinating story of adventure, of which the scene is laid in the deserts 
and mountains of Arizona and the Mexican border. This well-known author 
requires no further introduction as he already has enormous popularity. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 

CONSIDERABLE interest was evinced in the meeting which was held 
in the Council Chamber, Radcliffe, on Wednesday, October 28th, 
1925. A meeting of the Branch Council was held prior to the 
General Meeting and members had the opportunity of inspecting 
the Library, the Museum and the Technical School. A welcome 
was extended to the delegates by the Chairman of the U.D. Council 
(Dr. Browne, J.P.) and Councillor Shaw, the Chairman of the 
Committee. Meeting at the home of the President of the Branch, 
Dr. Geo. Scarr, three papers occupied the attention of the Con- 
ference. The first was contributed by Mr. G. T. Shaw, M.A., Chief 
Librarian, Liverpool, entitled ‘‘ The possibilities of a broadcasted 
story hour for children’s libraries.” After outlining the work done 
in the libraries on behalf of the children, in collaboration with 
Education Committees and by way of lectures, the writer suggested 
the possibility of arrangements being made with the British Broad- 
casting Co. to broadcast stories by tellers trained in the art of 
telling them to children. The possibilities of such a scheme in the 
smaller libraries and rural areas were very great. The proposal 
was — and the Branch Council requested to consider 
it in detail. 
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The customary proceedings were varied by the reading of two 
papers outside the general of librarianship—the first, 
‘ Lancashire in Fiction,” and the second, “A Short Description of 
the Roman Road in Radcliffe,” by Mr. Robert Muschamp and 
Mr. Wilkinson, Hon. Curator of the Radcliffe Museum, respectively 

The gathering was presided over by Dr. Geo. Scarr, O.B.E.. 
J.P., C.C., President of the Branch, some 50 to 60 persons being 
present. Thanks were expressed to all who had assisted in making 
the meeting so great a success, particularly to Dr. and Mrs. Scarr 
for their entertainment to tea and to Mr. A. Clegg, the Librarian, 
for making the excellent arrangements for the meeting. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
The Editor, Library World. 

Sir,—The new Law of Property (Amendment) Act, 1924, 
which comes into operation in England and Wales on the Ist January, 
1926, contains sections which are of considerable importance to all 
public librarians in charge of manorial documents. The act provides 
that :— 

“ The Master of the Rolls may from time to time make such 
enquiries as he shall think fit for the purpose of ascertaining that 
any manorial documents are in the proper custody, and are being 
properly preserved, and the lord of the manor to which such docu- 
ments relate, or the governing body of any public library or museum 
or historical or antiquarian society, to which the same may have 
been transferred, as hereinafter provided, shall furnish the Master 
of the Rolls with all such information with respect thereto as he 
may require. 

“The Master of the Rolls may direct that any manorial docu- 
ments which, in his opinion, are not being properly preserved, or 
which he is requested by the lord of a manor to deal with under this 
subsection, shall be transferred to the Public Record Office, or to 
any public library or museum or historical or antiquarian society, 
which may be willing to receive the same, and if the same shall be 
transferred to any public library or museum or historical or anti- 

uarian society, the governing body thereof shall thereafter have 
the custody thereof and shall be responsible for the proper 
preservation and indexing thereof. 

“Nothing contained in this section shall prejudice or affect 
the right of any person to the production and delivery of copies of 
any manorial documents or to have the same kept in a proper state 
of preservation ; in particular the lord of the manor shall remain 
entitled to require the same to be produced to him, or in accordance 
with his directions, free of any cost. 

“In this section ‘manorial documents’ mean court rolls, 
surveys, maps, terriers, documents and books of every description 
relating to the boundaries, franchises, wastes, customs or courts of a 
manor, but do not include the deeds and other instruments required 
for evidencing the title to a manor; ‘ manor’ includes a lordship 
and a reputed lordship; and ‘lord of the manor’ includes any 
person entitled to manorial documents.” 

Yours, etc., R. J. Gorpon, 
City of Sheffield Public Libraries. Chief Librarian. 
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